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Times: 

8:30 - 11:30 AM 
12:30 - 3:30 PM 

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Why NWTA?
Because all children deserve to have their learning needs 
met, including our high potential students!  
 
Northwest Talent Academy is dedicated to meeting the 
needs of those identified high potential learners by providing 
unique challenges in a fast-paced and engaging  
educational environment. 
 
NWTA offers a wide variety of educational and enriching  
opportunities, covering subjects from STEM to music to  
creative thinking, and much more. Programming is designed 
to pique interests, develop passions, and make education 
both exciting and enticing for our high-potential learners. 

Contact us: 
 

Jenine: 763-272-2465 
Program Coordinator 

 
Jeremiah: 763-272-2031 

Community Ed Director 
 

 
CE Office: 763-272-2030 

M-F 7:30 AM-3:30 PM

Dates/Times/Location

Registration

Schedule

Class Descriptions

Instructors

Registration Deadlines: 
 
Early Bird Discount from March 8-28 is $10 off all classes 
 
Classes determinations will be made the week of April 12.  
Classes that do not meet the minimum number of participants, 
will be cancelled. Students will be given a chance to move to 
a different class that is running the same week or a full refund 
will be given. (Additional fees may apply) 
 
Starting April 12, only partial refunds (50%) will be given for 
classes cancelled by the participant, if above the minimum 
number of students to run the class.  Students may move to a 
different class that is running without penalty if minimum  
enrollment has been met. 
 
After April 26, no refunds will be given classes cancelled by the 
participant or changes to schedules.

Location: 
Monticello 

High School 
5225 School Blvd.



Registration

monticello.ce.eleyo.com

Search Northwest Talent Academy or find it with 
the explore all programs. 

Once you land on the course catalog you can 
view all available classes. 
  
Locations, prices and availability are listed. 
 
If the class is full it will show a waitlist.  
 
Review your program and check out.

NWTA Member Directory
Annandale 

Becker 
Big Lake 

Buffalo Hanover Montrose 
Elk River Area Schools 

Maple Lake 
Monticello 

St. Michael/Albertville 

We will have a supervised lunch 
from 11:30 - 12:30 for students 
taking two half day classes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunch is not provided. Please 
pack a lunch, snack and water 

bottle for your child. 
 
 

Parent drop off time is 15  
minutes prior to class. 

 
Pick up time is at the end  

of class. 



NWTA June 14-17 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Adventures with MYTHS! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $135 

Amazing Authors Associations Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-6 $135 

CSI+: Coding, Storytelling, Inventing Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-5 $220 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 4-8 $135 

Epic Engineering with STEAM! Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 3-6 $140 

Foodie Fun Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 4-8 $135

High Roll Wins-Board Game Theory & Skills (2 weeks) Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 4-6 $255

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $160 

Make it a Musical (2 weeks) Mon - Thur 8:30 -11:30 AM 3-8 $255 

Multiplication Mania & Hands-on Challenge Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $130 

Outdoor Endeavors: Geocaching & Hiking Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-7 $260 

Playing with Paper: Paper Art Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-6 $140

Reach for the Stars, Galaxy & Universe Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $250

Tech Genius in Training (TGIT) Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 5-8 $230

Welcome to Hogwarts Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $140

Wilderness Survival Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $130

Young Scientists: Mini Science Fair Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $140

NWTA June 21-24 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Adventures with MYTHS! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $135 

Amazing Authors Associations Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-6 $135 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $135

Engineering Your Own Contraption 8:30-11:30 AM 5-8 $135Mon - Thur



NWTA June 21-24 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Epic Engineering with STEAM! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-6 $140 

Gnomes, Reindeer & Legos:  
An Adventure to Scandinavia Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-8 $240 

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $160 

Oragami Paper Creations Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $130 

Outdoor Endeavors: Geocaching & Hiking Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-7 $260 

Reach for the Stars, Galaxy & Universe Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $250 

Engineering Your Own Contraption Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-4 $135 

The Harry Potter Experience Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $140

To the Third Dimension & Beyond! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-6 $220 

Welcome to Hogwarts Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $140 

Young Scientists: Mini Science Fair Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $140 

NWTA July 12-15 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

Engineering Your Own Contraption Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 2-4 $135

Grandmaster of Chess Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $130 

High Roll Wins-Board Game Theory & Skills (2 weeks) Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-6 $255 

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $160 

Outdoor Endeavors: Geocaching & Hiking Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-7 $260 

Script Writing: Creativity Comes to Life! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $130 

Video Games, Robotics, Coding, Oh MY! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-4 $240 

Welcome to Hogwarts Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 3-5 $140 

Wilderness Survival Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $130 

Young Scientists: Mini Science Fair Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $140 

Engineering Your Own Contraption Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 5-8 $135



NWTA July 19-22 Schedule

Class Name Dates Times Grades Fee

A Crash Course in Genetics Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 6-8 $245

Advanced Script Writing: Polishing Your  
Playscript or Screenplay Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 4-8 $130 

Adventures with MYTHS! Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-6 $135 

Card Masters Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $125 

Crime Busters Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 2-3 $135 

Epic Engineering with STEAM! Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-6 $140 

Foodie Fun Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 4-8 $135 

Jump Into the Land of Stories Wish Spell! Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 2-5 $235 

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course Mon - Thur 12:30-3:30 PM 3-5 $160 

Outdoor Endeavors: Geocaching & Hiking Mon - Thur 8:30 AM-3:30 PM 4-7 $260 

Young Scientists: Mini Science Fair Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $140 

Welcome to Hogwarts Mon - Thur 8:30-11:30 AM 3-5 $140 



Class Descriptions

Multiplication Mania & Hands-on Challenge 
Grades 2-4 
 
Do you love math, a bit of friendly competition, 
and hands-on challenges? Come practice 
your multiplication fact fluency in a high  
energy, game focused class. Fact fluency is  
important because it forms the building blocks 
for higher-level math concepts. When a child 
masters their math facts, these concepts will be 
significantly easier and the student will be  
better equipped to solve them faster. But, why 
sit with worksheets when you can practice with 
friends. You’ll leave this class ready to take on 
your family in friends in games that will help you 
prepare for next year’s math challenges, but 
more importantly won’t leave you needing a 
nap. We will finish each class with a hands-on 
STEM challenge to form connections and  
challenge our critical thinking skills. Competi-
tion, multiplication and a bit of creative  
engineering….sounds like a great week to me! 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

The Harry Potter Experience-Grades 3-6 
 
Do you find yourself questioning your status as 
a Muggle? Do you wonder if the OWL post may 
have misplaced your acceptance letter to 
Hogwarts? If so, come get a taste of life as a 
Hogwarts student for a week. Some of the 
things you will experience include making 
wands and constructing castles, taking a virtual 
exploration of Gloucester Castle(the set for 
many scenes from the Hogwarts movies), 
planting edible mandrakes(peanut free),  
practicing our potions and of course, reading 
some of our favorite parts from the texts by J.K. 
Rowling. Come join me for a S.T.E.A.M. filled 
week of wizarding magic. 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp

Playing with Paper: Paper Art-Grades 4-6 
 
Come with creativity and leave with a variety 
of personal masterpieces all made using paper 
as our medium. We will explore collage art and 
create our own collages to create a sketch 
book cover with your own personal flair  
displayed on the front. There will be time spent 
traveling the world to see masks of different  
cultures and then we will get messy using 
paper mache to create our own masks. One 
day will be spent challenging the dexterity of 
our fingers as we take on the art of paper  
folding, origami. Some of the other things we 
may dabble in include making paper, creating 
a village of miniature 3-d buildings and layering 
paper to create cards to send to friends. 
Instructor: Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp



Class Descriptions

Amazing Authors Associations-Grades 2-6 
 
Do you LOVE to read and make connections 
with books? Sign up to ASSOCIATE with this 
group and enjoy author PATRICIA POLACCO'S 
MEMOIRS. You may be inspired to draw and 
learn about how to use negative space, after 
listening to these vivid tales. Have you ever 
baked THUNDER CAKE during a tumultuous 
storm? We could recreate the storm AND make 
the cake in this class. Friendship is an underlying 
theme in many of Polacco's books such as 
BULLY or JUNKYARD WONDERS. If you'd like to 
do a craft with a friend SIGN UP FOR THIS 
CLASS. Would you like to go back in history to 
the time of the Civil War? It's possible when 
reading PINK AND SAY or JANUARY'S SPARROW. 
There are so many places to visit, things to  
do and friends to meet in the world of Patricia 
Polacco! 
Instructor: Deb Hoaby

Engineering Your Own Contraption 
Grades 2-4 
 
Have you ever thought about being your own 
inventor? Or thought about what would  
happen if you took regular household items 
and turned them into a unique contraption 
that can move a matchbox car without ever 
touching it?! We will be exploring and manipu-
late a variety of items that will make up our six 
simple machines. These machines consist of 
lever, pulley, wheel and axle, inclined plane, 
wedge, and the screw. Make sure to bring your 
thinking caps and be prepared to create, test, 
and improve your simple machines. 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

Welcome to Hogwarts-Grades 3-5 
 
Have you ever wondered how you would fare 
as a witch or wizard in Hogwarts? Do you feel 
like a muggle meant to be in the wizarding 
world? Come explore life at Hogwarts as clever 
Ravenclaw, brave Gryffindor, loyal Hufflepuff, 
or ambitious Slytherin. Students will take classes 
to create potions, cast spells, and learn the se-
crets of the wizarding world. Hogwarts students 
will construct wands, make potions, and create 
other art to explore their talents as a witch or 
wizard. So if you want to put your wizarding skills 
to test, join us for a week at Hogwarts! 
Instructor: Erin Godfrey

Engineering Your Own Contraption 
Grades 5-8 
 
Have you ever thought about being your own 
inventor? Or thought about what would  
happen if you took regular household items 
and turned them into a unique contraption 
that can move a matchbox car without ever 
touching it?! We will be exploring and manipu-
late a variety of items that will make up our six 
simple machines. These machines consist of 
lever, pulley, wheel and axle, inclined plane, 
wedge, and the screw. Make sure to bring your 
thinking caps and be prepared to create, test, 
and improve your simple machines. 
Instructor: Gabe Severson



Class Descriptions

A Crash Course in Genetics-Grades 6-8 
 
Have you ever wondered what makes 
you...you? Where your eye or hair color comes 
from? Your freckles, dimples, allergies, and 
everything else that makes you... you comes 
from?! We wil explore DNA found in strawber-
ries, create your very own DNA Double- Helix 
model and dive into different mutations and 
variations in our genetics!!! Join me in hands on 
exploration of DNA!!l 
Instructor: Gabe Severson

Young Scientists: Mini Science Fair-Grades 3-5 
 
In this class, you will become a young scientist 
who in a matter of days will investigate,  
experiment, explore, and present your unique 
scientific findings. You will get to hear from your 
fellow young scientists as they share their own 
discoveries in a miniature science fair. Bring a 
friend and team up or come yourself to work 
on explaining the science behind your chosen 
mystery. Choose from a list of approved  
projects or bring your own scientific questions 
to class. 
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta

Mad Scientists: A Chemistry Crash Course 
Grades 3-5 
 
Do you ever wonder how the world works? 
Chemistry has the answers for you! In this fun-
filled crash course, you will learn the basics 
about what it takes to be a scientist and con-
duct many fun experiments - some may end 
with a tasty treat. So break out those lab coats 
and buckle up as we explore the crazy world 
of chemistry! 
Instructor: Hannah Wallenta

Make it a Musical-Grades 3-8 
 
2019's acting classes were a hit! But the kids 
said, "Make it a musical!" This year, that's exactly 
what we'll do. Over the course of two weeks of 
morning classes, we will work on auditioning, 
acting, singing and dancing--culminating with 
a performance! The first week of class will focus 
on terminology, technique, auditioning, acting, 
character work, blocking, memorization,  
choreography and becoming familiar with the 
music. The second week will focus on singing, 
rehearsing and technical theater to put the 
show together. *Students are required to  
attend both weeks in order to perform in the 
musical. Parents and families are invited to at-
tend a performance on the final day of class! 
Instructor: Jaci Decker & Michelle Thompson



Class Descriptions

Foodie Fun-Grades 4-8 
 
Calling all foodies! Explore different types of 
cooking and culinary tools while weaving in 
math, science, nutrition, and the joy of  
cooking! Each day we'll focus on a new  
technique and sample our cooking. Learn how 
to use a dehydrator, mandolin, sous vide, and 
more! At the end of the week you'll leave with 
all the recipes we've made. 
Instructor: Julie Stella

Crime Busters-Grades 4-8 
 
Want to know how to solve crimes? We will look 
into different types of evidence and how it is 
used to solve crimes such as fingerprinting, fiber 
and hair analysis, imprints and trace analysis. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Grandmaster of Chess-Grades 4-8 
 
Want to be a chess grand master? Well now  
is your time. We will take a look at some  
strategies to help your game by focusing  
on openings, middle game and end game 
strategies. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Wilderness Survival-Grades 4-8 
 
Want to learn skills that are helpful in the great 
outdoors from orienteering and knot tying to 
animal identification and first aid. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Oragami Paper Creations-Grades 4-8 
 
Impress your friends and family by turning 
paper into works of art using this very old form 
of art. 
Instructor: Marc Olig

Card Masters-Grades 4-8 
 
Thousands of games can be played with one 
single thing, a deck of cards. We will learn 
many games to play with a deck of cards. 
Everything from solo solitaire games like clock 
and Montana to fast paced action games like 
Egyptian rat slap and dutch blitz, and strategy 
games like cribbage and euchre. 
Instructor: Marc Olig



Class Descriptions

CSI+: Coding, Storytelling, Inventing+ 
Grades 3-5 
 
Create new inventions, games, and stories with 
code! You’ll explore Artificial Intelligence, Aug-
mented Reality, and Virtual Reality concepts 
and the connections to coding. You’ll build 
your computational thinking skills, and practice 
with a variety of programming tools and  
languages. We will have a blast with AI, AR, 
and VR concepts as you design, storytell, and 
problem-solve with code. Whether you are a 
first-time coder, or if you have some program-
ming experience (or if you have taken my 
course before) this new course will expand your 
understanding of Mixed Reality and push your 
creativity! 
Instructor: Megan Bateman To the Third Dimension & Beyond!-Grades 4-6 

 
Your mission...3D design! We’ll take a look at 
some real-life problems that have been solved 
with the aid of 3D design and printing, and 
then brainstorm or discuss some relevant prob-
lems that have not (yet) been solved. Should 
you choose to accept...there are also several 
design challenges that you will complete to 
get your mind thinking three-dimension ally. 
You can build prototypes and models using 
physical materials, and/or work solely with dig-
ital 3D design software. You’ll learn how to 
place, rotate, group, and scale objects that 
you can build using 3D design software. We 
may even be able to explore our 3D inventions 
in AR or VR! By the end of the week, you can 
consider yourself an inventor and 3D designer! 
The skills you will build will stay with you well be-
yond this week at camp! 
Instructor: Megan Bateman



Class Descriptions

Script Writing: Creativity Comes to Life! 
Grades 4-8 
 
Make your imagination come to life by writing 
your own play or movie script or creating a 
script based on an existing story! In this class we 
will learn the basics of script-writing including 
setting the scene, developing characters,  
writing dialogue, story arc and  writing clear 
stage directions for actors, directors and  
producers. Editing will be a group effort as the 
class listens to script versions in progress, offers 
constructive feed-back and learns from each 
other in a creatively safe and supportive  
environment. By the end of this class, students 
will have the opportunity to try out their scripts 
through table readings (if virtual) or read-
throughs on stage (if in-person). 
Instructor: Michelle Thompson

Advanced Script Writing: Polishing Your 
Playscript or Screenplay-Grades 4-8 
 
This course is a continuation of the course 
"Script Writing: Creativity Comes to Life!" 
Students will continue to hone their script  
writing skills to improve their storytelling craft for 
stage or screen. Learning will focus on showing 
versus telling, developing conflict and creating 
suspense to build toward the story's climax.  
All students will participate in writing, revising, 
editing and giving collaborative feedback 
daily. The class will culminate in the "perfor-
mance" of each writer's script. 
Instructor: Michelle Thompson



Class Descriptions

Outdoor Endeavors: Geocaching & Hiking 
Grades 4-7 
 
The most healthful people in our world are not 
those who have gym memberships or adhere 
to strict diets, but rather people who are  
engaged in passive movement regularly on a 
daily basis. Why not add a new hobby, and 
great way to get active, to your toolbox!  
Geocaching is the modern form of treasure 
hunting which gets people outside, moving, 
and utilizing navigational skills via a global  
positioning system. This course is intended to 
teach students how to understand basic map 
and navigational skills, how to interpret coordi-
nates, how to use a global positioning system 
(Geocaching app in this case), and how to be 
a responsible outdoorsman. The final day of our 
course will involve a visit to a local park, where 
students will discover existing geocaches using 
the skills they learned, as well as leaving their 
own geocache for others to discover. 
Instructor: Ryan Herrboldt

High Roll Wins-Board Game Theory & Skills 
Grades 4-6 
 
This is a class for people that enjoy problem solv-
ing and fun. We will be doing more than just 
playing games. We will be breaking things down 
to understand different game theory and then 
use those skills in other situations. In this class we 
will take on some old classic games, but mainly 
focus on some current/new games that you 
may have never even heard of. We will first 
focus on techniques and strategies for being 
more successful in your adventures and then 
transfer the daily focus to a different game. 
Each day will have an overall theme, besides 
fun, and the games will reflect the skill that is the 
focus. We will play a variety of unique and fun 
games. Some of these games will have you 
working together, while others will put players 
against one another. Either way you will have a 
great time learning, laughing, scheming, and 
problem solving. Understand that the games will 
be age level appropriate, but some do have "vi-
olence" that would give it a PG rating for a 
movie. Come to class ready to think, question, 
trick, and roll dice! 
Instructor: Nick Furnstahl



Class Descriptions

Gnomes, Reindeer & Legos: An Adventure to 
Scandinavia!-Grades 2-8 
 
Did you know where Legos were invented is not 
far from the world's largest Arctic reindeer 
herders?! Join us as we take a trip from the 
Scandinavian coasts to the Nordic forests. We 
will explore the countries of Scandinavia by 
learning about their inventions, literature, 
songs, crafts, and food...and then connect to 
each country by creating our very own Scan-
dinavian specialties each day! Throughout the 
entire course we will practice our skills of fika 
(fee-ka): a Swedish word that means 'a  
moment to slow down and appreciate the 
good things in life'. So don't delay and sign up 
to come fika with us today! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

Tech Genius in Training (TGIT)-Grades 5-8 
 
Calling all Tech Geniuses in Training!!! 
This course is for beginners to confident techies 
and beyond! Whether online or offline, we all 
seek impactful connections—to friends, to 
ideas, to nature. In this class we will incorporate 
a variety of tech tools that generate creativity 
and connections. We will learn to see ourselves 
as the TGIT that we are by learning a variety of 
programming languages, from block-based 
code to Python and JavaScript. Depending on 
student level, more advanced topics like ob-
ject-oriented programming, data structures, 
and algorithms may be covered. Video 
games, robotics, augmented reality and  
communication devices will all be explored, 
created and discovered through hands-on  
activities both online and unplugged. With a 
focus on personal development—not just tech 
saviness— this class will build confidence and 
initiate exciting ideas for making a difference! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

Video Games, Robotics, Coding, Oh MY! 
Grades 2-4 
 
Want to make your own video game that your 
family and friends can play? How about  
program a robot to reenact the epic battle of 
your favorite book (Harry Potter versus You 
Know Who anyone?!) Or make your own  
communication device?! If so, this class is for 
you! Join us as we learn all about computer  
science in a fun hands-on way! We will do ac-
tivities both on screen and unplugged, working 
on our design & critical thinking skills while  
building our teamwork and problem solving 
strategies. We will link computer science with 
art, science, geography and more. Each  
student will design and build a video game, 
program a robot and create devices using 
micro:bits. This course is for beginners to  
confident users and beyond! 
Instructor: Sara Norman

GENIUS



Class Descriptions

Adventures with MYTHS!-Grades 3-6 
 
Stomp, stomp, stomp! 
Coming through the windy labyrinth is a  
half-bull, half-man - it’s a MINOTAUR! Stories 
with Minotaurs, Thor, Re, Athena, and a pega-
sus! Must be a myth! There are so many myths 
to explore. This class will include discovering 
myths from different cultures including Greek, 
Egyptian, and Norse mythology. Activities will 
include reading myths, acting them out, and 
writing a myth. We will also be creating a  
mythical creature, making a dog tag or  
necklace, and designing ancient myth trading 
cards. If you enjoy exciting stories and want to 
have fun creating a mythical creature and 
trading cards while learning about myths - then 
this is the class for YOU! 
Instructor: Stacey Rosa

Reach for the Stars, Galaxy & Universe 
Grades 2-4 
 
Do you catch yourself looking up at the stars? 
Do you dream of being a NASA astronaut?  
This class is for you. WE will learn about NASA, 
Stars, Galaxy and the Universe. Each day we 
will learn through discovery, science, art and 
food. We will make rocket ships, moon rocks, 
play Solar System Bingo, make UFO cupcakes 
and paint alien rocks to hide around the  
community. Each day focusing on a new part 
of the Universe. 
Instructor: Stacy Noetzelman

Epic Engineering with STEAM!-Grades 3-6 
 
How far can you make a catapult fling a cork? 
What material works best to make a water 
slide? So many questions! So much engineer-
ing! Let’s use the engineering design loop to 
find some answers. If you love STEAM, creating, 
and are interested in engineering you won’t be 
disappointed with this class. While using a  
vibrating motor and a button cell battery we 
will create a bristlebot and ultimately some 
beautiful artwork with the bristlebot. If you have 
a LOVE for STEAM and enjoy being creative... 
this engineering class is the ONE for YOU! I can't 
wait to create with you! 
Instructor: Stacey Rosa

Jump Into the Land of Stories Wish Spell! 
Grades 2-5 
 
Whether you love the Land of Stories series or 
have never read it before, this class will surely 
be an adventure to remember! Be ready to 
leave our world behind as we find ourselves in 
a foreign land full of wonder and magic! We 
will come face-to-face with fairy tale charac-
ters as we join Alex and Conner on mysterious 
adventures! Not only will we explore the litera-
ture, we will dive into connected STEAM  
projects and make a mystical meal all while  
focusing on the main theme of the Land of  
Stories: how our own differences and special 
qualities help all kids confront new situations. 
Join us in finding out why Conner says, "The 
world is full of magic...if you choose to see it" 
Instructor: Sara Norman



InstructorsBrenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp 
 
My name is Brenna Lavalier-Kortenkamp and I am a 
third grade teacher at Prairie View Elementary and 
Middle School in Otsego. I currently reside in Big Lake 
with my husband and three children. I attended and 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
with a degree in Elementary and Middle Level Educa-
tion, Grades 1-8, with a minor in Broadfield Social Stud-
ies. I completed my Masters degree in Teaching and 
Learning from Saint Mary’s University in 2010. I am just 
completing my fifteenth year of teaching in the Elk River 
School District. During the last fifteen years I have 
taught both third and fifth grade. I also currently serve 
as the Jr. High Math Team Coach. 
 
 
 
Erin Godfrey 
 
My name is Erin Godfrey and I teach 3rd grade in Mon-
ticello. My love of books and story telling was inspired 
from Harry Potter at a young age. The storyline provides 
endless possibilities, and it is a passion of mine to spark 
joy and fuel creativity in students! Nearly every child 
and adult alike can relate to someone's struggles or tri-
umphs in the series. Outside of reading I enjoy all kinds 
of exercise, crafts, and spending time with my friends, 
family, and adorable dog! 
 
 
 
Hannah Wallenta 
 
I am a chemistry teacher at Blaine High School. I grew 
up in the Buffalo area and I have enjoyed working with 
the NWTA program in the past. I am so excited to be 
back and get the chance to see your students IN  
PERSON! I have a great passion for science and have 
always enjoyed sharing that passion by creating an  
engaging and productive learning environment that 
provides students the opportunity to understand how 
much science can be applied to the world outside of 
the classroom. 
 
 
 

Gabe Severson 
 
My name is Gabe Severson and  
I am finishing up my Senior year 
at St. John’s University. I am an  
Elementary Education Major with 
a 6-8 Life Science endorsement. 
I play lacrosse on the SJU John-
nies Lacrosse team and I am also 
apart of the Male Education club 
on campus as well. I enjoy  
competing in triathlons with my 
two best friends and am an avid 
cribbage player with anyone 
who dares to test their skills 
against me. I also love spending 
time with friends and family. One 
of my favorite things to do is to 
travel with friends and family 
wherever life takes me. 
 
 
Deb Hoaby 
 
My name is Deb Hoaby. I prima-
rily taught third grade for 34 years 
in the Monticello school District 
and am now retired. I LOVED 
teaching reading and writing.  
My favorite part was digging 
deeply into books in which  
students made personal connec-
tions. Having fun especially with 
literature, was always a main 
class goal. When we had fun, 
learning happened.



InstructorsJulie Stella 
 
My name is Julie Stella and I teach 4th grade at Hassan 
Elementary in Rogers. I am a wife and mom of two 
daughters who are in 4th and 6th grade. When I'm  
not at school, I like to camp, hike, garden, read, cook, 
and play games! 
 
 
Marc Olig 
 
Mr. Olig is originally from Sheboygan Wisconsin. He went 
to college at UW Stevens Point and at Bemidji State  
University. He has been teaching for 10 years now. His 
first five years were in Hill City, MN and his latest five 
have been at St. Michael - Albertville where he teaches 
high school science and coaches the Science 
Olympiad team. He has taught Physical Science, 
Physics, Chemistry, Earth Science, Astronomy and 
Forensics among other things. This is his second year 
teaching at NWTA and he is excited to be back. He has 
a passion for science and teaching students to be  
curious about the world around them. When he is not 
teaching he is generally doing things with his wife and 
three daughters. This could include housework, biking, 
canoeing or camping. 
 
 
Megan Bateman 
 
My mission is to empower our youth to be innovative 
designers and critical thinkers so that they may make 
meaningful and joyful contributions to our communities. 
Currently, I serve as a Technology/Media Literacy  
Specialist, Art Specialist, and Reading Interventionist at 
a STEM school. I also advise our school’s Student News 
Crew, and have interests in video production and 
drama. I have been an educator for twelve years and 
hold multiple teaching licenses (including a Technology 
and Computer Applications teaching license). I have 
experience in many areas of education - including  
administration and curriculum writing. I enjoy tinkering 
with new technologies, reading, listening to music, and 
dancing. I am honored and excited to return to the 
NWTA for a second year of camps! 
 
 
 

Michelle Thompson 
 
Michelle Thompson holds a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Education 
with concentrations in vocal 
music, theater and French from 
the College of Saint Benedict 
and a Master of Arts in Education 
from Saint Mary's University.  
She has taught in the Monticello 
School District for 27 years,  
teaching 1st, 3rd, 5th and 6th 
grades, specializing in gifted  
education. She currently teaches 
6th grade reading at Monticello 
Middle School, coaches the MMS 
Speech Team, co-directs the 
middle school drama club and 
judges high school speech and 
One-Act competitions. Outside 
of school, Michelle performs 
often with Buffalo Community 
Theater and spent many years 
serving on the BCT Board of  
Directors. She also sings in church 
and with the Wright County 
Chamber Choir.



Instructors
Ryan Herrboldt 
 
Hello! My name is Ryan Herrboldt, I am a literacy  
interventionist at Big Lake Middle School. I grew up and 
currently live in Elk River. In my free time I love spending 
time with my family outdoors. We primarily hike,  
snowshoe, and mountain bike. However, more recently 
I have become interested in geocaching due to its 
combination of hiking and treasure hunting. In the age 
of the smartphone and digital apps, geocaching has 
become more accessible to everyone and I would love 
to share this activity with students in the area as I think 
it is a great way to engage in passive exercise while  
exploring new places. 
 
Sara Norman 
 
Hi! My name is Sara Norman and I am a 5th grade 
teacher for Becker School District. Previously I have 
worked in Becker as a Reading Specialist and I am the 
coordinator for the Becker Middle School's Coding 
Club. Teaching and technology are two of my all time 
favorite things, and when they can come together I  
absolutely love it! I grew up a voracious reader &  
computer science super fan, so I love encouraging my 
students, and my own children, to explore their passions 
and see where our learning can take us! 
 
Jaci Decker 
 
Jaci Decker got her Bachelor of Arts in K-12 Vocal/Gen-
eral Music Education from the University of MN Twin 
Cities. She taught music in the St. Cloud School District 
for 4 years and decided to stay home with her children. 
For 17 years she has led the Children’s Choir at Riverside 
Church where she has put on several mini musicals. She 
has also led their Summer Production Boot Camp 
where they put on a musical with 1st-5th graders in a 
week every summer. For the past 15 years, she has run 
a piano studio out of her home. Jaci also accompanies 
choirs as well as substitute teaches in the Monticello 
School District. Jaci can often be heard saying that 
leading the kids choir and Production Boot Camp is her 
favorite thing to do besides being a wife to her fabulous 
husband and mom to her 4 children. 

Stacey Rosa 
 
My name is Stacey Rosa and  
before this year I taught chal-
lenge classes at Little Mountain 
Elementary such as STEM, writing 
and reading groups, and chal-
lenge math. This year I got to step 
into a new adventure and be a 
fourth grade homeroom teacher. 
I love reading, doing fun STEAM 
activities, and learning in  
general! I also enjoy traveling 
and playing games with my  
family of five! 
 
 
Stacy Noetzelman 
 
My name is Stacy Noetzelman I 
teach in Otsego at Prairie View 
Elementary School. I have a 
teaching license in 5-8 Science.  
I have taught GISE, GEMS in MPLS 
and part of the Bakken Museum 
Teacher Cohort. I love science 
and seeing how things work.  
I also enjoy to bake and create 
things. 
 
Nick Furnstahl 
 
I teach 4th grade in Monticello.  
I play board games for fun with 
my friends and have been for 
over 20 years. We still get  
together for board game days.  
I have also recently slain the 
dragon of Icespire Peak with my  
D&D group.


